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Light up like 
the sun
Siblings’ lighting 
business makes pot 
farms more efficient.
CORAL GARNICK, 12-13

SHE BUYS BIG FOR 
MICROSOFT 30-31
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MUST READS

Architects go virtual
B+H Architects is the fastest-
growing Seattle firm that you’ve 
never heard of. The company’s 
creative use of virtual reality and 
innovative idea generation is at the 
heart of its success. MARC STILES, 6

Capt. Chen 
appeals
The developer, 
who had proposed 
a huge project in 
Longview using 
EB-5 investments, is 
appealing a judge’s 
ruling that he has 
to pay an investor’s 
legal fees.  
MARC STILES, 4

Inside the 
Goodship 
deal
Cupcake Royale 
founder Jody 
Hall just sold her 
marijuana edibles 
business. Here’s why 
she decided now 
was the right time 
to sell.  
JIM HAMMERAND, 5

New $41M 
startup 
fund
Jeff Bezos-backed 
Pioneer Square Labs 
has raised a new 
fund. The startup 
studio develops and 
spins out companies, 
and may soon be 
funding them, too. 
ASHLEY STEWART, 10
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Meet the new CEOs: These are the 
Seattle-area leaders you need to know

It was a good year for internal promotions as several C-level execs moved to the top jobs at companies across the Puget 
Sound region.

Kevin Johnson went from operating to executive officer at Starbucks and Mark Okerstrom went from financial to 
executive officer at Expedia.

It was also a big year for changes in the banking and finance sector. Brent Beardall was named CEO of Washington 
Federal, Michelle Seitz was appointed CEO of Russell Investments, Glen Simecek was named CEO of Washington Bankers 
Association and Margaret Meister became CEO of Symetra.

But it was the region’s retailers that had the most change at the top this year. Eight Seattle-area retailers had new CEOs, 
including Uwajimaya, Metropolitan Market and Papa Murphy’s.

With this list, we aim to introduce you to the new and familiar faces who are leading this region’s companies.
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Margaret Meister is CEO of 
Symetra. Meister was named 
incoming CEO in August and will 
take over the role in February 
2018. She takes the reins from 
Tom Marra, who will remain 
executive chairman. Meister has 
been with Symetra since 1988, 
starting as an actuarial student 
and working her way up to chief 
financial officer. She is the 
company’s first female CEO.


