
 

Symetra Renews Title Sponsorship for 
‘Symetra Tour — Road to the LPGA’ 

 

Symetra signs three-year extension of partnership, extends player performance awards  

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla., Oct. 1, 2013 — Symetra Tour Chief Business Officer Mike Nichols and Symetra Assistant 
Vice President of Brand Management Kathryn Riley today announced that Symetra has committed to a three-year 
extension as the title sponsor of the Symetra Tour — Road to the LPGA. The Bellevue, Wash.-based life insurance 
company will continue its role as the umbrella sponsor of the Symetra Tour and two events on the tournament 
schedule — the Symetra Classic held in Charlotte, N.C., and the season-ending Symetra Tour Championship 
Presented by Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach, Fla.  
   
In addition to its sponsorship extension, which will run through the 2017 season, Symetra will continue to support 
three Symetra Player Awards, recognizing notable accomplishments on the Tour: 
 

• Symetra Swift Award: Presented to the player getting off to the fastest start, ranking #1 in 
earnings at the Tour’s mid-point ($1,500 cash prize). The 2013 Symetra Swift Award winner is 
Sue Kim. 

• Symetra Rising Star Award: Presented to the player who has made the biggest jump on the 
money list from the end of 2012 to the end of the 2013 season ($1,500 cash prize). The 2013 
Symetra Rising Star Award winner is Melissa Eaton. 

• Symetra Tour Player of the Year: Presented to the season’s money leader ($3,500 cash prize). 
The 2013 Symetra Tour Player of the Year is P.K. Kongkraphan. 

 
Symetra also makes a $1,000 donation to each award winner’s favorite charity in her name. 
 
“Symetra has been a committed partner for the past two years, and we are pleased that the company has extended 
the relationship as the umbrella sponsor of the Tour and two tournaments,” said Nichols. “As the Symetra Tour 
continues its growth, we are proud to have a partner in Symetra that is fully invested in the future of women’s golf and 
sees the value of the Tour in helping build their business.” 
 
Click here to watch the announcement 
 
This year’s Symetra Tour Championship was the only four-day tournament on the Tour’s schedule. Staged at LPGA 
International in Daytona Beach, Fla., the tournament also served as the site for the LPGA Tour Card Ceremony. For 
the second consecutive year, the top 10 players on the season-ending money list earned exempt status on the LPGA 
Tour for the 2014 season.  
 
“We’re pleased to extend our role as the Symetra Tour’s title sponsor, and we’re delighted to be affiliated with the 
rising golf stars of women’s golf,” said Jim Pirak, Symetra senior vice president of Marketing. “Over the last two years, 
we’ve watched our brand take flight along with the careers of many talented young golfers — and the response from 
our business partners and employees alike has been extraordinarily positive.” 
 
Symetra began its partnership with the Road to the LPGA in 2010 when it was the title sponsor of the Symetra Classic 
in San Antonio, Texas, an event that moved to Charlotte, N.C., in 2012. The company then secured naming rights for 

http://www.symetratour.com/media-library/videos/2013/tournaments/st13-symetra-announcement-extends-partnership.aspx


the Symetra Tour in November 2011. Formally known as the LPGA Futures Tour, the Symetra Tour has served as the 
LPGA’s official developmental tour since 1999.  
 
About the Symetra Tour  
The Symetra Tour — Road to the LPGA, is the official developmental tour of the LPGA and is in its 33rd competitive 
season in 2013. With the support of its umbrella partner, Symetra, the Tour’s mission is to prepare the world’s best 
young women professional golfers for a successful career on the LPGA Tour. 2013 marks the second season that the 
top-10 money winners will receive full, equal status for the following season on the LPGA Tour. With more than 500 
alumnae moving on to the LPGA, former Symetra Tour players have won a total of 371 LPGA titles, including 40 
major championships. Symetra Tour events have contributed more than $5 million to charitable organizations 
throughout the nation since 1989. Follow the Symetra Tour on the web at www.SymetraTour.com, 
Facebook.com/RoadtotheLPGA, Twitter.com/Road2LPGA, and YouTube.com/Road2LPGA. 
 
About Symetra  
Symetra Financial Corporation (NYSE: SYA) is a diversified financial services company based in Bellevue, Wash. In 
business since 1957, Symetra provides employee benefits, annuities and life insurance through a national network of 
benefit consultants, financial institutions and independent agents and advisors. For more information, visit 
www.symetra.com.  
 
Media Contact 
Katie Ann Robinson, Coordinator, Media Services; katieann.robinson@lpga.com; +1 303.668.1551  
Diana McSweeney, Media Relations Manager, Symetra, diana.mcsweeney@symetra.com, 425.256.6167 
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